
Chapter 1

In the Beginning

The  Church now known as "Renfrew Trinity Church of Scotland" 
had its birth in March 1862 when the congregation was officially 
recognised by the Presbytery though the story had really begun a 
year before that . . .

In the 1860’s, the United Presbyterian Church had asked 
presbyteries to look out for opportunities for establishing new 
churches and the thoughts of Paisley Presbytery turned to Renfrew. 
The Reverend Andrew Henderson of Abbey Close Church and the 
Reverend James Brown of St. James' Church, both of Paisley, were 
appointed to meet with "interested parties in Renfrew".

At that meeting, it was decided to begin worship the following 
Sunday evening if suitable accommodation could be found and, 
after some negotiation, the first meeting of the embryo church was 
held on the 21st April 1861 in the Old Burgh School which stood off 
the High Street. The Reverend James Brown conducted the service 
and the Reverend Andrew Henderson preached the sermon. At the 
close of the service a committee was formed and it met the following
week and decided "that evening services only should be held and 
arranged for meantime". These services were held in the school 
until the end of August that year. At the close of the service on the 
2nd June, a meeting was held at which it was resolved to petition 
the Presbytery to recognise Renfrew as a preaching station. This 
petition was granted and the group moved one step nearer to its 
goal.

It was later decided to hold services during the day in addition to 
the evening ones and so the committee was forced to look elsewhere
for a meeting place. Its next choice was the Athenaeum, a hall which
stood on the High Street. The Athenaeum had been built as a library
and reading room and was used for dances and other social 
functions. Worship there began on the 1st September 1861 with a 
full day of three services.



However, the adherents of the preaching station had decided to 
petition Presbytery to allow them full congregational status. 
Permission was granted at the Presbytery Meeting held in March 
1862 and the Reverend Andrew Henderson was sent to Renfrew to 
make out a roll of members. He visited Renfrew and, after 
preaching, made out a roll of thirty-two names.

Soon after this, a communication from the Presbytery was received 
at Renfrew directing them to meet at an early date to choose three 
members who would be ordained as elders. Three members were 
selected and ordained by the Reverend Andrew Henderson in July 
1862. A few months later it was decided to proceed towards 
selecting a minister. At a Session Meeting held on the 30th 
November, it was: "Agreed to transmit the call to Mr John 
Hutchison to be our pastor" and, in the old Renfrew Town Hall on 
the 16th February 1864, the first minister of the United Presbyterian
Church, Renfrew was ordained. At the close of the Ordination 
Service he was handed the princely sum of £42.2/-, his first 
quarter's stipend. This ceremonial handing over of the first quarter's
salary at the close of the induction was carried on into the 1940's.

From this time until the opening of the church building in June 
1865, the Sunday services were held in the Town Hall. Steps were 
taken after Mr Hutchison's ordination to erect a church but these 
plans must have been well ahead by the time of the ordination since 
the memorial stone of the church was laid by Sir Peter Coats of 
Paisley on the 27th October 1864 and the church was opened for 
worship on the 2nd July 1865.

The congregation settled down to consolidate their resources and 
build up strength under their new minister. The membership 
increased steadily necessitating an increase in the number of elders.

Although the ministry was proving a successful one, there were ups 
and downs on the financial side. For example, at the end of 1868 the
managers reported to the congregation a deficit of £44 in the year's 
accounts and the congregation resolved to petition the Presbytery to
recommend an application to the Home Mission Board for 
assistance.



It is interesting to note that, until this time, the congregation had 
sung all their praises while sitting down and there is a minute of 
1871 which reads: "The Session decided that the service shall be 
rendered in a standing posture". In the same year a Missionary 
Association was formed and the elders agreed to seek a meeting 
with the managers with a view to arranging a course of literary 
studies in the church during the winter. Perhaps the office bearers 
felt the income from these lectures might help to balance the books 
at the end of the year! Another entry from this period shows that the
office bearers were deeply concerned about church attendance.

In 1875, Mr and Mrs Hutchison presented the congregation with 
communion plate. After expressing thanks, the minute goes on with 
the words: "The Session also pray that a blessing may continue to 
descend on their family, their basket and on their store".

Throughout these years the elders exercised a strong discipline over 
their "flock" as is made clear by the number of men and women who
were brought before the Session and reprimanded for their 
misdemeanours. There is no doubt that the elders were acting 
according to the dictates of their conscience, yet Christ's words 
seemed to keep echoing: "Let him that is without sin cast the first 
stone".

The impression left of these early years is of a young, lively, 
enthusiastic congregation under an able and, as events proved, 
learned minister. In 1874, Mr Hutchison, whose scholarly 
attainments  had become widely known, received the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity from Glasgow University and, as was almost 
inevitable, the added honour attracted the attention of 
congregations looking for a new minister. On the 16th January 1877 
he accepted a call from the newly formed congregation of 
Bonnington, Edinburgh. Dr Hutchison ministered there till his 
death in March 1901, the last six years of his ministry at Bonnington
being as Senior Minister.

Dr Hutchison published "Expository Lectures on the First and 
Second Epistle of Thessalonians" in 1884 followed by a 
corresponding volume on Philippians and later "Messages to the 



Seven Churches in Asia".

At the time of Dr Hutchison's departure, the number on the roll was
150. Of that number, the record comments: "Seven are at sea or in 
foreign parts," and goes on: "Eight have not been at public worship 
for some months" and, finally, ominous words: "Deputations of 
elders were appointed to see these members and report".

The stipend at the end of the first ministry was £180 per annum.



Chapter 2

Early History

After Dr Hutchison accepted the call to Bonnington, there followed 
a long vacancy at the United Presbyterian Church in Renfrew. The 
congregation were twice disappointed in their choice of a minister, 
first by Mr James Scott and then by Mr Alexander Borland. They 
now looked further afield and, in February 1878, a petition was 
prepared for presentation to the Presbytery, asking permission to 
call the Reverend William James Thomson of the Irish Presbyterian 
Church at Amoy in Ireland provided he was granted the status of 
minister in the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland. Once again 
they were to be disappointed for, at a Session Meeting on the 15th 
April of the same year, the clerk read a letter from Mr Thomson 
stating that his presbytery had declined to release him from his 
charge at Amoy. The Session did the only thing they could do in the 
circumstances - advise the congregation to abandon the call.

fter these setbacks, the search for a minister was renewed with the 
Reverend Andrew G. Fleming of Paisley as Interim Moderator once 
again. To add to the burdens of the Session the Sunday School 
Superintendent, Mr William Fleming, who was leaving the burgh to 
live in Glasgow, handed in his resignation.

In July the outlook brightened when Mr Charles Moyes, a 
probationer, was elected to the vacant charge and on the 18th 
September he was ordained so ending a vacancy which had lasted 
twenty-one months.

To follow a successful ministry - especially that of a first and much 
loved minister - is perhaps the most difficult task that any young 
probationer can face. It calls for determination and plenty of 
stamina, but it soon became obvious that Mr Moyes was not in the 
best of health. To add to his difficulties, he was denied the counsel 
and help of an experienced Session Clerk as Mr James Cuthbertson, 
who had held that office for about sixteen years, had had to resign 
for personal reasons.

Despite the difficulties, or perhaps because of the challenge they 



offered, the work of the church began to pick up momentum again. 
The membership continued to increase and new elders were added 
to the Session. At the first Congregational Meeting of Mr Moyes' 
ministry, a desire was expressed to have instrumental music 
incorporated into the service. The Session, ever canny, was 
agreeable, provided that the congregation approved and a suitable 
instrument and player could be found. Nothing further seems to 
have been done about the matter at this time as the harmonium was
not installed until 1882.

In the May of the first year of his ministry, Mr Moyes intimated to 
the Session that, with a view to "promoting an interest in divine 
things", he intended to start a series of kitchen prayer meetings in 
the town. Unfortunately, there is nothing in the records to show 
whether or not these were actually held, but the fact remains that 
Mr Moyes had shown himself to be a man of vision, willing to take 
the message to the people instead of waiting for the people to come 
to him.

In 1880 the Missionary Society was re-formed and Mr Peter 
Duncan, a student of the United Presbyterian Church, was 
appointed to carry on evangelistic work. At the end of his three 
months' engagement, he was followed in the same work by Mr 
Ramsay. A Tract Distribution Society was also formed at this time - 
further evidence of the enthusiasm thatexisted within the church.

However, concern was again expressed at Session Meetings about 
church attendance. The records also show that the Sunday School 
was suffering from a shortage of teachers and that the Session had 
been asked to find additional help. In addition, a trade depression 
in the burgh was having an effect on the church's income. In spite of
these difficulties, the question of introducing a harmonium into the 
church was once again raised when a deputation of managers, 
anxious to settle the question, met with the elders. The harmonium 
was duly installed in 1882 and the first harmoniumist, Mr Gilchrist, 
was appointed at a salary of £20 per annum.

Two months later came the first definite news of the minister's poor 
state of health. Mr Moyes announced to the Session on 30th July 
that it was absolutely necessary that he should have an immediate 



rest from all work for a period of three or four weeks and, that if he 
was not sufficiently recovered at the end of that time, it would be 
necessary for him to apply to the Presbytery for three or four 
months' leave of absence. In fact, it was December before he 
returned to his charge.

Some indication of the church's financial position can be gleaned 
from the fact that, in 1883, the Renfrew congregation was granted 
the sum of £30 annually for a term of three years by the Home 
Mission Board. Concern was also expressed in the Session about the
growing indifference to Sabbath observance and church attendance 
within the burgh and an attempt was made to arrange for a joint 
visitation in the town by the three churches: the Free, the U.P. and 
the Established Church but, owing to lack of support from the 
members of the Auld Kirk, the scheme was abandoned.

Any improvement in Mr Moyes' health was a temporary one 
because, in June 1885, he was forced to apply for a further three 
months' leave of absence and in October came a certificate from an 
"eminent Medical Practitioner" stating that Mr Moyes ought not to 
resume work in Scotland. This was followed immediately by Mr 
Moyes' resignation and once more Renfrew U.P. Kirk was without a 
minister.

The Reverend Andrew G. Fleming of Paisley was again appointed 
Interim Moderator and an early duty he had to perform was to 
intimate to the Session, in January 1886, that Mr Moyes had passed 
away.

Following Mr Moyes' resignation, a general stocktaking of the 
congregation's resources had taken place. The Interim Moderator 
stated that "from all appearances, the congregation is not in a 
position at present to go on and hear candidates" and suggested that
"a request be made to Presbytery to appoint two or three licentiates 
to preach, with a view to fixing on one of them for a temporary 
appointment". This advice was accepted by the congregation and 
three licentiates preached. One withdrew his name having received 
an appointment elsewhere and so the choice lay between the other 
two - Mr Gibson and Mr Hogarth. In the end, the latter was 
appointed for three months.



When Mr Hogarth intimated his acceptance of the appointment, 
there began an association with Trinity that was to last for nineteen 
years for that three months extended to six months and, at a 
meeting of the congregation held on 3rd May 1886, Mr John Peden 
Hogarth MA was unanimously elected. On the 1st June he was 
ordained and so began a new ministry.

It is evident from the records that, with the coming of the new 
minister in 1886, a new era had begun for the U.P. Kirk. Mr 
Hogarth began his ministry enthusiastically. His diary for June 
1886 must have looked something like this:

Tuesday June 1st Ordination.

Sunday June 6th Session Meeting - fix date of Communion.

Tuesday June 16th Session Meeting - revised roll gone over; arrange
to visit

defaulters with elder.

Thursday June 24th Preparatory Service.

Sunday June 27th Communion.

There is ample evidence in the records of a revival of interest in all 
aspects of the church's work. First of all, there was an immediate 
and determined effort to clear off the debt which had accumulated 
during the previous ministry. As a result of a most successful bazaar
held in 1887 all the debt, which amounted to about £800, was 
wiped out and a substantial balance left by means of which the 
church was redecorated.

In August, the first twelve Lady Collectors were appointed to collect 
subscriptions for the Mission Fund. Such is the general 
conservatism within the church that, although their function 
changed, their name remained the same for many decades.

A new and practical interest in the Sunday School was shown by the 



congregation when they agreed to take up a special collection for the
school's upkeep. A collection box was also placed in the vestibule of 
the church for contributions to foreign mission.

The membership, which had stood at 168 at Mr Hogarth's 
ordination, began to increase steadily and with this increase came 
the need to add to the number of elders. Additions to the Session 
took place in 1891, 1896, 1901 and 1903.

The Session Minutes for 1888 record that a deputation from the 
Sunday School asked the Session to recommend to the congregation
that they give a grant from the surplus funds from the bazaar to help
to improve the accommodation at Moorpark where a successful 
mission had been established some time previously. 

In the following year, a committee consisting of William Whitelaw 
(Convenor), Allan Stewart and Charles Dougal Jr was appointed to 
superintend the work there. They asked the proprietor, Mr Hillcoat, 
for a five year lease on the hall and for permission to carry out 
alterations to the interior of the hall which stood on the west side of 
Paisley Road behind the properties at numbers 154 and 156. The 
discussion proved successful and, in September of the same year, 
the redecorated hall was opened at a special service. 

The best description still on record of the mission work at Moorpark
is contained in notes prepared by Mr Hogarth in 1892: "A most 
successful mission has been carried on in the village of Moorpark. 
All the workers in connection therewith are members of the church. 

The hall in which the meetings are held was originally a stable. The 
mission workers transformed it by their own labours into a 
commodious and comfortable meeting place. The work there has 
been a blessing to many. 

The mission committee under the charge of the Kirk Session is: 
William Whitelaw (Convenor), Joseph Grant and Robert Spence. 



Meetings of all kinds are held regularly in connection with the 
mission as follows:

Sunday evenings at 5 o'clock Sunday School.

Sunday evenings at 7 o'clock Evangelistic Meeting

Wednesday evenings at 8 o'clock Bible Class.

Friday evenings at 8 o'clock A Mutual Improvement Association.

Saturday evenings at 7 o'clock A Temperance Society.

From time to time a series of meetings are held which are largely 
attended and much blessed of God."

The mission continued to flourish and, in February 1897, it was 
resolved to build a hall at Moorpark. This hall, which cost about 
£850, was opened the following year and continued in use as a 
mission under the control of the Kirk Session of the Renfrew U.P. 
Kirk until 4th December 1901 when it was taken over by the 
Presbytery to become a preaching station under its care. The hall, in
time, became part of the buildings known first of all as Rutherford 
Memorial Church and then as Moorpark Parish Church.

In addition, the Session had been looking around the town for a site 
where further mission work could be carried on. After an abortive 
attempt to persuade the office bearers of the Free Church to engage 
in a joint missionary venture, a minute of January records a 
decision to rent the Rosebank Hall, which stood at the top of the 
High Street adjacent to Babcock & Wilcox' Research Station, at a 
cost of £4.10/- per annum. There was a Sunday School at 5 p.m. and
a Sunday evening service for adults at 7 p.m. and these continued at 
Rosebank Hall until May 1903.



Chapter 3

Expansion and Extension

Towards the end of the 19th century, it had become apparent to the 
United Presbyterian Church and the Free Church that a union 
would be beneficial to both, especially since there was so little to 
divide them. Consequently there followed meetings between 
representatives of the two churches culminating in a union in 1900 
under the name of the United Free Church of Scotland. As a result, 
there were now two United Free Churches in Renfrew and so, on the
7th September 1900, the Session agreed to recommend to the 
congregation the name of "Trinity" for the U.P. Kirk. The 
recommendation was adopted and the Renfrew U.P. Church became
Trinity United Free Church and, at the same time, the former Free 
Church became the North United Free Church.

This was a period of maximum missionary effort and Mr Ogilvie, a 
divinity student, was appointed to the church in 1893. He married a 
member of the congregation and eventually became Moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church of England. It must be remembered that 
the missionary effort was in addition to the normal church 
activities.

Meanwhile, the membership had grown to such an extent by the 
1890's that the managers were reporting that they could not find 
seats for all the members and they began to look for ways of 
increasing the seating capacity. For a time the situation was eased 
by providing additional seating in the back gallery. There is no 
record of the exact size of the original gallery, but appearances 
suggest that it was simply the area above the front porch (the 
"Laird's Laft" as it would have been called when the church was 
built) and, by the simple expedient of extending it forwards and 
sideways into the church to its present size, a number of extra seats 
were provided. Today, different sizes of panels can be seen along the
front of this gallery - eight narrow ones in the centre (apart from the
clock panel) and four broader ones on either side. The combined 
width of the narrow panels corresponds to the width of the recess in 
the back wall or, in other words, to the width of the porch. The 
extended gallery was opened for use on Sunday the 16th October 



1892.

The last ten years of the 19th century must have been a period of 
great activity in the U.P. Kirk because not only was the gallery 
extended at a cost of £80 but plans were afoot for the building of 
what is now the large hall at a cost of £850 and of the mission hall 
at Moorpark at a cost of about £800. The foundation stone of the 
large hall was laid in October 1892 and the hall was opened for use 
on the 6th May 1893 by Thos. Anderson, Preses, while the new hall 
for Moorpark was ready by 15th May 1898.

By the year 1900 the membership had risen to over 500 and was 
still growing due, in part, to a successful ministry but also to the 
growth in population brought about by the burgh's increasing trade.
Soon all the additional seats provided by the extended gallery had 
been taken up and, at a joint meeting of the elders and managers, it 
was unanimously agreed to recommend to the congregation that 
plans should be drawn up for a further church extension. At a 
meeting of the congregation held on 29th December 1902, the 
decision was taken to accept the plans drawn up by the architect 
and proceed with the work.

These plans provided for an additional length of twenty feet to the 
existing building and, for this twenty feet, there were to be transepts
recessed to nine feet at the ground level and thirteen and a half feet 
at gallery level, the difference being in a four and a half foot wide 
covered passage in the church grounds. This extension would have 
provided 374 additional seats giving a total seating capacity of 908 
seats.

Additional accommodation consisting of a session room, ladies’ and 
gents’ cloakrooms and a vestry was to be provided at the back of the 
church with a corridor to connect the church to the existing hall. In 
the plans, there was also an arched space behind the pulpit for the 
pipe organ that the congregation hoped would be installed at a later 
date. At the Annual Congregational Meeting in January of the 
following year, it was decided to take a plebiscite of the 
congregation on the question of introducing an organ but when the 
schedules of work were presented to the Building Committee in May
it was found that the total cost of the extension, excluding the organ,



amounted to £2700 which was more than they were able to afford.

The plans were returned to the architect and an amended plan, 
submitted in September, showed a total of 260 additional seats at 
an estimated cost of £1650, excluding the provision of a pipe organ. 
Although no records exist confirming this new scheme, it appears to
have been adopted and carried out leaving the church as it is today. 
The church was closed between Sunday 20th March and Sunday 6th
November 1904 to allow the work to be carried out. A Session 
minute of 13th October 1904 stated: "agreed to convey the thanks of
the Session of Trinity U.P. Church to the Deacon's Court of the 
North U.P. Church for the use of that building during the extension 
of Trinity Church".

The memorial stone of the extended church was laid by Mr William 
Brown of Renfrew on the 9th June 1904 and the formal re-opening 
of the church took place on Saturday 5th November of the same 
year when Mr George Hutchison, the only son of Trinity's first 
minister, performed the ceremony. Meanwhile, the normal work of 
the church was being carried on with vigour and a large measure of 
success. One record refers to a Sunday School of 307, a Bible Class 
of 200 and a request from the Sunday School for permission to form
a company of the Boys’ Brigade. About the turn of the century, a 
Junior Choir was formed under the joint leadership of Mrs Hogarth 
and Mr Alexander Mitchell.

Even while busying themselves with so much work in their own 
church, the members still had time to help a sister church for the 
records show that the ladies of the congregation organised a stall - 
called the "Trinity Church Stall" - at a bazaar being held by the Auld 
Kirk to raise funds for the building of the halls in Glebe Street. In 
addition, the minister of Trinity still had time to sit on the local 
School Board and to conduct a class in shorthand.

The congregation was looking to the future, too, because at a 
Session Meeting held on 9th May 1905 it was agreed "to take up the 
question of the introduction of individual communion cups". The 
next meeting, however, was concerned with the more urgent 
business of the call to Mr Hogarth from Fairfield Church, Liverpool 
and it was, in fact, nearly twenty years before the cups were finally 



introduced.

Perhaps the best way to finish this part of the story would be to set 
down in print Mr Hogarth’s last pastoral letter to the congregation:

"My Dear People,

This has been an eventful year in our congregational history. For the
second time in my own ministry, we have added considerably to the 
seating capacity of our church. At least we may now invite the 
stranger freely within our gate and, when so many strangers are 
coming in to our midst, this is a most desirable privilege. There are 
scores of families in our community who are only waiting for the 
invitation. Will you not give it or direct your minister that he may 
give it?

It was the fond hope of many that, once our new church was ready 
for occupation, heads of homes would see to it that they worshipped
in it with their families with a regularity and to an extent that it was 
scarcely possible before. I notice with pleasure that some parents 
are doing so, but there is abundant room for improvement here. I 
cannot tell the disappointment that oppresses me when I see pews 
empty that might and ought to be filled. Another improvement I 
greatly long for is a larger representation of members at the Lord's 
Table. What a privilege to miss! What a duty to neglect!

I remain your affectionate pastor,

John P. Hogarth."

Time had run out and another ministry had reached its conclusion 
and a minute of the Congregational Meeting held on 14th August 
1905 records that certain members were appointed to appear at 
Paisley Presbytery concerning Mr Hogarth's call from Fairfield 
Church, Liverpool, a ministry which continued until his death in 
November 1913.



Once again Trinity Church was looking for a new minister and the 
process began with the appointment of the Reverend Robert Hill 
MA of Renfrew North U.P. Church as Interim Moderator. The 
Reverend John P. Hogarth had baptised many, married many and 
been the comfort of many when they mourned the loss of a dear 
one. To fill the place vacated by a highly respected and much loved 
minister who had served the congregation well for close on twenty 
years was not going to be an easy task. To satisfy everybody would 
be impossible; to satisfy the majority would be difficult. Would the 
new minister be U.P. or Free? This was an important question for a 
recently united Church where the two sides had not yet coalesced 
and where some might feel that the new man was from the "other 
side".

A vacancy committee was appointed and the search began. By the 
end of November 1905, after the candidates on the short leet had 
preached in the church (the days of the sole nominee were still to 
come) the congregation met on the 28th November to make their 
choice. The three candidates were: the Reverend John Young MA, 
the Reverend Joseph Shillinglaw BD and the Reverend White. The 
minute records that Mr Young had an absolute majority over the 
other two candidates and was duly elected. The formalities 
completed, Mr Young was inducted to Trinity on Thursday 8th 
February 1906, the roll of the congregation being 534 and the 
stipend at the beginning of the new ministry £250 per annum.



Chapter 4 

The Great War

The new minister approached his task with courage and resolution 
and, as a beginning, the Sunday School was reorganised and a 
Junior Bible Class was formed for young people between the ages of 
fourteen and sixteen. Due to the lack of other suitable 
accommodation, it was arranged to hold this class in the church and
this is the first indication in the records of the need for a further hall
extension although it was to be a quarter of a century before this 
extension materialised.

A break with tradition was made about this time when, at a Session 
Meeting held on 8th May 1906, it was decided that the "present 
circumstances do not warrant a resumption of the mission as it had 
previously existed". The Reverend J. Frew Brown, the last 
missionary, had resigned shortly before Mr Hogarth's departure and
the mission had remained in abeyance during the vacancy. 
However, shortly after Mr Young had taken over the charge, the 
question of holding kitchen meetings was again revived and a 
committee was appointed to investigate the possibilities of 
arranging such meetings. As before, there is no record of whether or
not these meetings were ever started.

Unfortunately there is no record either of the number of 
communicants attending Mr Young's first Communion in March 
1906, but a minute of 8th June records that "there were 268 
communicants present at his second Communion in June". The first
ordination of elders in the new ministry took place on 18th 
November 1906.

In February 1907 two Trinity elders were appointed to assist the 
Reverend John Rutherford BD in his Communion at Moorpark, 
where he had been appointed first minister of the congregation 
formed by the Presbytery out of the mission which had formerly 
been carried on by Trinity Church.

At this time, there is evidence of activity among the young people 
apart from their religious training. A minute records "the formation 



of an elocution class for the young lads and, no doubt, the young 
lasses under the instruction of Mr Dan Russell, who was an 
accomplished exponent of that art and also a keen worker in the 
church generally".

Another outstanding feature was a children's mission organised by 
the minister and conducted by Mr Pratt. His talks to the young 
people in the church on Sunday mornings held them spellbound. He
told familiar Bible stories and illustrated them with lantern slides 
which he had painted himself.

An interesting item from the Session Minutes of the 6th March 1908
is that the Session delayed granting permission to the Sunday 
School Association to mark the children's attendance at church. At 
the same meeting they agreed to allow the Association to become 
affiliated with the Scottish National Sunday School Union.

Discussion had been going on for some time about holding two 
Communion Services each Communion Sunday but the matter did 
not seem to get beyond the talking stage at this time.

From the beginning of his ministry, Mr Young's mind had been set 
on liquidating the debt which still hung over the church as a result 
of the extension in 1904 and arrangements were now made to hold a
bazaar to raise funds.

The bazaar, or as the records of the time called it, "The Grand 
Jubilee Bazaar," took place in the George A. Clark Town Hall, 
Paisley on the 14th, 15th and 16th December 1911 and was "to the 
delight of all, a magnificent success". The following extract from the 
1911 Annual Report shows evidence of the spirit of co-operation that
existed between the churches: "For the bazaar's success we are 
indebted to many friends far and near. Special mention, however, 
may be made of the separate efforts of the Parish Church, of the 
North U.F. Church and of many churches in the Paisley Presbytery 
who, by their representatives, provided a stall at the bazaar and 
conducted for the bazaar committee the refreshment stall. We feel, 
likewise, we are under a deep debt of gratitude for the splendid 
support accorded us by the people of Renfrew, Paisley and District."



A Jubilee Bazaar in 1911! Yes, the jubilee was celebrated on the 
fiftieth anniversary of the first meeting in the Burgh School on April 
21st 1861, whereas the centenary was celebrated on the hundredth 
anniversary of the preaching station being raised to the status of 
congregation in March 1862.

As a result of the bazaar, sufficient funds were available to wipe out 
the church’s debt and this included over £700 towards the cost of 
the recent church extension and a deficit of over £114 in the 
ordinary congregational fund. In addition, a surplus still remained 
part of which was used to carry out urgent renovation work at the 
church, the hall and the manse. Of the £400 spent, a large part was 
used to eradicate the dry rot found in the floor of the manse. While 
the work was being carried out, the minister and his family had to 
vacate the manse.

The managers in their report for 1912 were able to write: "It is the 
pleasant duty of the managers, in presenting their report and 
abstract of accounts for the year 1912, to record a substantial 
balance in the funds of the congregation. Thus far we have realised 
in our Jubilee Year the ideal of being free from debt". The year 1911 
was perhaps the peak year of Mr Young's ministry, for he had 
succeeded in wiping out the debt which had hung over the church 
during his first five years in Trinity.

It is interesting to note Mr Young's words at the end of that year: 
"The year closes one volume of Trinity Church History. As we enter 
upon 1912, may we all, with the New Year, realise that with it we are 
beginning a new book and have opportunity for a fresh start. Let us 
begin with personal consecration afresh to God, then the desired 
results will come naturally. Spiritual life is a spring and must rise to 
the surface and there it is seen." The words of the Jubilee history 
look forward too with optimism: "We have every cause, looking at 
the past, to be courageous now and we have every hope that if the 
Church keeps ever true to the evangel of Jesus Christ, she will be a 
power of good in the future as she has been in the past."

The following few notes, picked more or less at random from the 
records for the period 1910 - 1914, give a hint of the atmosphere 
within the church while the world headed into turmoil.



On Sunday mornings at 11:05, a prayer meeting was held in the 
vestry. This had previously been for the elders, but it was now 
opened to everyone.

It had been tradition that the choir master and the church officer 
were elected annually at the Congregational Business Meeting but, 
at the ABM dated 27th January 1910, Mr Ernest Bedgood gave 
notice "that at the next ABM he would move that the church officer 
and the choir master be hereafter considered permanent officials in 
this church". At the next Annual Business Meeting, Mr Bedgood 
explained his motion by saying that the "holding of these 
appointments would still be subject to the good conduct and 
efficiency of the two officials but, with that proviso, they would not 
be subject to re-election at each annual meeting". Strange as it may 
seem, the motion was only carried by the casting vote of the 
chairman.

At a Session Meeting held on 12th September 1911, it was agreed to 
grant the Sunday School Association the use of the church to 
accommodate the infant department and, at the same meeting, the 
minister reported that the Sunday School Association was now 
responsible for the Band of Hope.

A Session minute of September 1912 records the last reference to 
Trinity's connection with the Moorpark Mission, when the Session 
agreed unanimously to pay the sum of 18/- to the Presbytery of 
Paisley which was the congregation's share of the debt on Moorpark 
U.F. Church Hall.

At the Annual Meeting of the congregation held on 30th January 
1913, an appeal was made for "more systematic giving and a closer 
attendance to all church ordinances" and at a Session Meeting held 
on 10th February 1914, it was agreed to ask the managers to meet 
with the elders at an early date to consider how best to interest the 
congregation in the financial affairs of the church.

Although few people realised it at the time, an era was drawing to a 
close. The war, which broke out in 1914, was to disrupt the life of the
community for the next four years. It brought death to millions of 
men, many of them young men in their prime. A glance at the 



memorial in the church vestibule is a reminder of the extent to 
which the homes of Trinity's congregation were affected. 
Nevertheless few people realised at the time that a way of life had 
gone and that every aspect of life would be affected: even people's 
attitude to the Church and to religion itself would be changed but 
these were problems that later congregations were to wrestle with.

Meantime the church had to be kept going and, in spite of failing 
health, Mr Young continued to work hard.

The minister's health continued to deteriorate and on the 23rd April
1917 the Session were dismayed, although not altogether surprised, 
when Mr Young intimated that owing to continued ill-health it 
would be impossible for him to continue his ministerial duties. An 
appeal was made to the Presbytery for four months' leave of 
absence, but it was January of the following year before he again 
appeared at a Session Meeting. Any improvement in Mr Young's 
health was only temporary and for the next few months he was able 
to take only one Sunday service. When the Session was summoned 
on 4th October 1918, it was to hear of his sudden death. It was 
ironic that the end of the fighting in Europe for which he had prayed
so fervently came a short five weeks after his death.

Because Mr Young died while he was still in the charge, a certain 
amount of time had to elapse before any move could be made 
towards finding a successor but, in time, the first steps were taken 
to fill the vacant charge. The Reverend W. Risk Thomson was 
appointed Interim Moderator, a vacancy committee was set up and, 
after hearing candidates, a short leet of five was drawn up. In due 
course the ministers came to Renfrew and preached in Trinity 
Church. After this, there were two nominations to fill the vacancy - 
the Reverend W.G. Kirk of Armadale and the Reverend Robert B. 
Hastie MA of Cockenzie – and at a Congregational Meeting held on 
14th February 1919 a considerable majority voted for Mr Hastie and,
on the motion of Mr Kirk's proposer, it was agreed that a 
unanimous call be sent to Mr Hastie.

The Reverend Robert B. Hastie MA was inducted into the charge on 
8th May 1919 and the Preses handed Mr Hastie a cheque for his first
quarter's salary in the traditional manner and so a new ministry had



begun. During the vacancy about £95 had been spent on painting 
and redecorating the manse in preparation for the new occupants.



Chapter 5

A Spirit of Optimism

Mr Hastie's ministry, which started during the first year of peace, 
coincided with an increase in attendance and in giving as well as a 
renewed interest in all aspects of church life. Also, because Mr 
Hastie had been a Y.M.C.A. worker among the soldiers on the 
battlefields of France, he was in touch with what the returning 
service men were thinking and feeling. At his first Communion in 
June 1919, forty-eight new members were added to the roll and 356 
communicants participated. The Communion season in December 
was marred by a distressing event that took place at the Preparatory
Service on the Friday evening. As the congregation was about to 
sing the opening hymn Mrs Cochran, the wife of a former Session 
Clerk, collapsed and died. The minister decided to abandon the 
service and the congregation quietly dispersed. At the Communion 
services that Sunday, eighty-six new members were added to the 
roll and 461 communicants participated.

Early in the new ministry a decision had to be reached regarding a 
memorial to the men from the church who had fallen in the 1914 - 
18 War. After much discussion it was decided to erect the memorial 
which now stands in the vestibule of the church.

There followed a period of intense activity at Trinity. In the spirit of 
optimism which prevailed, everything seemed possible and many of 
the projects which had been postponed because of the war were now
implemented. These included: individual communion cups; better 
lighting for the church and halls; a pipe organ; improved hall 
accommodation and redecoration. A special fund was set up for the 
redecoration of the church and the installation of electric lighting. 
Later the fund was also used for a pipe organ and an extension to 
the church halls. The managers were able to record: "The first two 
charges on the fund, namely, the redecoration of the church and the 
lighting of the buildings with electricity have been fully met and a 
considerable balance carried forward." The individual Communion 
cups were first used in 1922 and, to quote the Session's report for 
that year: "The response towards making this most desirable change
in the observance of our Holy Sacrament was so gratifying that we 



were able to use the cups, free of debt."

Early in Mr Hastie's ministry, the Session called for the revival of 
the weekly prayer meeting. Mr Hastie offered instead to conduct a 
service on Wednesday evenings during the winter months. This 
offer was accepted by the Session and on Tuesday 1st November 
1921 these services were inaugurated when the Reverend George H. 
Morrison of Wellington Church, Glasgow occupied the pulpit. 
Although started on a Tuesday, the mid-week services continued on 
the traditional Wednesday and at the end of 1921 the elders were 
able to report: "The week night service which began with a visit by 
the Reverend Doctor H. Morrison of Wellington Church, Glasgow 
has so far been most successful. Still, after making allowance for the
non attendance of some, the Session are not satisfied that all the 
members who could be present are with us on the Wednesday 
evenings and we hereby extend a cordial invitation to all who are 
free to join us in the study of the parables of our Lord."

The Session reported that the work among the young people was 
flourishing. The Sunday School under Mr Mitchell Ramsay had 286 
children and 26 teachers on the roll. The re-organised Primary 
Department, which met at 2pm, was proving a great success under 
the leadership of Miss Lexie Gray and Miss Margaret Mitchell. The 
Junior Bible Class under the guidance of Miss N.B. Craig had 85 
members on the roll while the Senior Bible Class, taught by the 
minister, had 128 members. The Junior Choir and Musical 
Association with Mr Alexander Mitchell as their leader, brought 
honour to Trinity when they won a silver medal at the Edinburgh 
Music Festival despite a busy programme organising Kinderspiels in
the Town Hall, giving concerts in Renfrew and Paisley and leading 
the praise at the quarterly Children's Services. There was also a 
lively Band of Hope, under the leadership of Mr Peter Reid, with 
200 members on the roll.

At this time, there was a demand for more week night activities and 
so, in 1920, a company of Girl Guides was formed with Miss N.B. 
Craig as Captain and Miss Annie Murdoch as Lieutenant. The Patrol
Leaders were Miss V.N. Bradley, Miss Rae Grant, Miss Jean Law, 
Miss Margaret Mitchell, Miss Barbara McQueen and Miss Jean 
Taylor. Thirty-eight girls enrolled at the first meeting on 14th 



January 1920 and that number quickly rose to over fifty. Colours, 
which had been presented - the Union Flag by the minister and the 
Company Colours by the Kirk Session - were dedicated at a special 
church parade on 24th October 1920.

In 1921, a troop of Boy Scouts was formed with Mr A.M. Ferguson 
as Scoutmaster and Mr James S. Ritchie and Mr Alex McCracken as 
Assistant Scoutmasters. They met for the first time in September 
1921. The first Patrol Leaders were Mr William Calderwood and Mr 
John Gray and there were 25 boys on the roll. The troop's colours 
were presented to the Scouts by the elders and managers and 
dedicated at a church parade on Sunday 17th June 1923, the day on 
which the Reverend Robert B. Hastie took his farewell of Trinity 
Church.

One of the most important steps taken by Mr Hastie during his 
ministry was the introduction of the weekly freewill offering 
scheme. This had first been considered at a Session Meeting as early
as February 1920, but it was not until June 1923 that the Preses was
able to report that the weekly freewill offering scheme was in 
operation and that about 280 members had subscribed. By the time 
that this announcement was made, however, Mr Hastie had 
received and accepted a call from St Andrew's Church, Blairgowrie 
where he remained till he retired due to failing health shortly before
his death. The number on the roll at the end of Mr Hastie's ministry 
was 879 and the stipend £400 per annum.

The congregation was again without a minister and, for a second 
time, the Reverend W. Risk Thomson was appointed as Interim 
Moderator. A vacancy committee was appointed and groups went 
off to hear the sixteen candidates preach. After the committee had 
heard them all, a short leet of four ministers was drawn up. It 
consisted of the Reverend Robert Elliott MA, Oban; the Reverend 
H.A. Whitelaw, Burnbank; the Reverend Charles Simmers BD, 
Brechin and the Reverend R.L. Bain MA, Denny all of whom 
preached before the congregation though Mr Bain withdrew his 
application after preaching. At a Congregational Meeting on the 
25th September 1923, the Reverend Robert Elliott was elected by a 
majority and was sent a unanimous call. When all the formalities 
were completed before both the Paisley and Lorne Presbyteries, Mr 



Elliott was inducted on 22nd November 1923 and very soon the new
minister, with his rich Irish brogue and his quiet friendly manner, 
endeared himself to all.

Mr Elliott soon found that he had landed into a very busy kirk 
where there had been no lull in the activity even during the vacancy.
At a Session Meeting held on 5th October 1923, a letter was read 
from the Organ Fund Committee asking the Session to call a 
meeting of the congregation to hear a report of the work done by 
that committee and to give them permission to make the necessary 
alterations and proceed with the installation of the pipe organ. The 
meeting was held on 16th October and Mr Joseph Bedgood, Clerk to
the Organ Fund Committee, reported that his committee had 
engaged Mr Herbert Walton, organist of the Glasgow Cathedral, as 
their adviser and that they had decided on an organ to be built by 
William Hill, Norman and Beard at a cost of £1300. A further £120 
would be required to cover the cost of a new pulpit and the other 
necessary alterations. The Organ Fund Committee's report was 
accepted and permission was given to proceed with the installation 
of the pipe organ when it was ready for delivery. The rededication of
the church and the dedication of the organ and pulpit, which was 
designed and built by Mr Archibald Ferguson, took place at special 
services on Sunday the 7th September 1924 and another of Trinity's 
dreams was realised.

Another outstanding event in the life of the congregation was a visit 
from Dr. Inch, the Moderator of the General Assembly of the U.F. 
Church. On the afternoon of Sunday 14th December 1924, Dr Inch 
visited the Sunday School where he spoke to the children and, in the
evening, he preached to a full church before meeting with the office 
bearers. The visit was a memorable one and was much appreciated 
by young and old alike.

During 1925 concern was expressed about the number of children 
failing to attend Sunday School and it was decided that the elders, 
when visiting their districts, should take a census of children of 
school age. Mr Elliott urged the elders to pay special attention to 
this as it was of vital importance in the life of the congregation. In 
the same year the Reverend Robert Elliott MA was appointed 
Moderator of the Paisley Presbytery.



On the 3rd November 1925 the Session had its first discussion on 
the question of a union between the United Free Church of Scotland
and the Church of Scotland. Consultations had been going on for 
some time and certain questions relating to the union had been sent
down by the General Assembly to Kirk Sessions and congregations 
for their consideration.

There followed a special meeting of the congregation on 1st 
December at which the Reverend J. Maxwell Blair from Paisley gave
a resume of the position that had been reached by the 
representatives of the two Churches. There was a strong minority 
group within the United Free Church, ably and forcefully led by the 
Reverend James Barr BD, and that minority group had followers 
within Renfrew Trinity Church. However, after a full and free 
discussion, the congregation decided by a majority that "barriers to 
union had been removed". The first step towards union had been 
taken.

At a Session Meeting on 29th December 1925, a change in the time 
of worship was suggested but the proposal to have an evening 
instead of an afternoon service was rejected - the majority was not 
yet ready for such a change.

On 4th May 1926 Miss Craig, the Captain of the Girl Guide 
Company, was given permission to form a Brownie Pack to cater for 
girls younger than the age of entry into the Guides. The pack was 
formed in September and was under the leadership of Miss Gladys 
Skeoch. In December, Mr A.M. Ferguson was granted permission by
the Session to form a Cub Pack for boys under Scout age and during 
the same year he also formed a Rover Scout Troop to cater for boys 
who had passed Scout age. This was a busy time for the Scouts for 
that year also saw the beginning of the Scout Pipe Band. A 
committee of parents gifted to the group three sets of bagpipes 
while a fourth set was presented by Mr Alexander Mitchell's Junior 
Choir. Two side drums, a bass drum and a silver cup for patrol 
competitions were presented by Mr William Tod, Mr Archibald 
Ferguson (the Scoutmaster's father) and Mr Robert Elliott 
respectively. It is not surprising that at this time there was another 
reference in the minutes to the need for more hall accommodation 
but the matter was taken no further at this point.



At a Session Meeting on 2nd November 1927 Mr Robert Moffat, the 
church officer, intimated his intention to resign at the end of the 
year. Mr Moffat had been church officer for about thirty years and 
had grown old in the job. He had been a member of the church for a 
much longer period than that and had been a Sunday School teacher
before becoming church officer. He was a character and a strict 
disciplinarian as anyone caught whistling on church premises had 
reason to remember. His Irish wit was well known, a typical 
example being when a young minister waiting in the vestry one 
Sunday morning before the service asked which of the two services 
was better attended. Mr Moffat replied quickly: "It aw depends hoo 
ye dae in the mornin' laddie". His favourite threat to the choir if 
they were slow in going into church, was: "Come oan! Come oan! Or
I'll pit the minister in the pulpit afore ye". The events of the day on 
which he put the minister in the pulpit for the last time brought a 
lump to many members' throats. Mr Moffat had seen the minister 
into the pulpit, followed him slowly up the pulpit stair and snecked 
the door. Slowly step by step he came down again - he was an old 
man now and lame with rheumatism. When he reached the choir 
platform he was facing the congregation and, with the greatest 
simplicity, he drew himself up and bowed to the congregation then, 
turning, he walked to his seat for the last time. All this was done 
with a simple dignity that would have done credit to an actor 
portraying the incident on stage. A replacement for Mr Moffat was 
not found immediately so, on the following Saturday afternoon, 
some of the managers turned up to stoke the furnace. To their 
surprise, they found the fire blazing away. Bob had resigned, but the
church had to be warm for Sunday. Truly Robert Moffat loved his 
kirk.

It was bad enough to lose one faithful servant but worse was to 
come. On the 19th December 1927, Mr Elliott intimated to the 
Session that he had received a call from Stow United Free Church 
and that he intended to accept it, indicating at the same time that he
was making the change on health grounds: his health had been 
affected by his service in the Great War. At the same Session 
Meeting, a letter was read from Mr Henry Sommerville, the church 
organist, tendering his resignation and so the church found itself 
without a minister, without an organist and without a church 
officer. This unique situation was a matter for comment in the daily 



newspapers and the question was being asked: "What is wrong with 
Trinity Church?" However, events proved that there was nothing 
wrong with Trinity. On the 5th February a new church officer, Mr 
Robert K. Frazer, was appointed and by the 12th February a new 
organist and choirmaster, Mr William Izatt, was in place.



Chapter 6

Renfrew Trinity Church of Scotland

It seemed that the ensuing vacancy was going to be the shortest on 
record when, at a meeting of the vacancy committee held on 8th 
April 1928, it was agreed to ask the Reverend Joseph Gray of 
Junction Road U.F. Church, Leith to preach in Trinity as the sole 
nominee but, to their disappointment, Mr Gray withdrew his name.

The next candidate to be considered was the Reverend Richard Ross
Robertson BD from Burghead on the Moray Firth, who was selected 
at a meeting of the vacancy committee held on 14th May. Mr 
Robertson preached in Trinity on Sunday 27th May and was 
unanimously elected by the congregation at a meeting held the 
following evening. The call was signed by 503 members and 45 
adherents. His induction took place on 11th September 1928 and his
stipend was £450 per annum.

From the beginning of his ministry in Trinity, Mr Robertson proved 
to be a man of vigour and determination, willing to use advertising 
to attract people to the Church. The large noticeboards, which 
displayed the topic of the following Sunday's sermon, soon became 
a feature of the landscape and his Sunday evening musical services 
where he illustrated his subject by vocal or instrumental music 
proved to be very popular and attracted large congregations.

An addition was made to the communion plate of the church during 
the first year of Mr Robertson's ministry when Mr and Mrs Tod 
gifted two silver salvers for use at Communion in memory of Mr 
Tod's father, who had been an elder in the church for many years. 
These plates were first used on Sunday 9th December.

Another step towards union with the Church of Scotland had been 
taken when, at a Session Meeting on the 9th November 1927, the 
elders had agreed to the terms of the Uniting Act and at special 
meeting of the congregation held on 7th February 1929, the final 
step was taken towards the union. The following three points had 
been sent down by the General Assembly of the United Free Church 
of Scotland for consideration by the congregations:



Consistency of the Constitution of the United Free Church of 
Scotland and the principles thereof and the relations of the 
Church of Scotland to the State.

Basis of Union including Uniting Act Formula.
Plan of Union.
The majority were satisfied on all three counts and voted in favour 
of joining with the Church of Scotland.

February 1929 was obviously a month for decision making because 
a few days later the Session decided to allow whist drives to be held 
in the church halls while, at the Annual Business Meeting held on 
21st, it was agreed that a special collection should be uplifted for the
Benevolent Fund at Communion Services. At that same meeting it 
was decided that the newly published Church Hymnary should be 
brought into use in the following October. An organisation also had 
its birth at this time - the Dramatic Society. This group presented a 
range of plays in both the Church Hall and the Town Hall. As a 
result of the players' efforts, the hard work and loyal support of the 
back stage workers and the generous support of the public, the club 
was able to hand over more than £300 to church funds as well as 
helping outside charities.

At a Congregational Meeting on 20th February 1930, the proposal 
to move the afternoon service to the later time of 6.30 p.m. was 
again discussed and it was decided to introduce this change as an 
experiment during the winter months. The need for additional hall 
accommodation had been apparent for some time and so, at the 
same meeting, it was agreed to go ahead with an extension scheme 
and another of Trinity's dreams became a reality. To raise the 
necessary funds, a bazaar was held in Renfrew Town Hall on Friday 
5th and Saturday 6th December 1930. This bazaar was very well 
supported by members and friends and the sum of £1600 was 
raised.

The newly extended halls were opened on Saturday 9th April 1932 
by the Very Reverend Harry Miller CBE DD, a former Moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. With the 
additional hall accommodation, new organisations began to appear 
- the Gymnastic Club in May, the Men's Club in June and, later in 
the same year, the Badminton Club. In 1931 the Woman's Guild had 



been formed to replace the Ladies' Work Party which had served the
church so well in the past.

The first few years of the 1930s had brought a number of changes to 
Trinity and August 1932 brought news of another important one: 
Mr Robertson intimated to the Session that he had received a call 
from St. Clement's Church, Aberdeen and because of ill health in his
family he had decided to accept the call. 



Chapter 7

Towards War

When the Reverend Richard Robertson BD accepted a call from St 
Clement's Church, Aberdeen the Presbytery appointed the Reverend
John MacKinnon MA of St John's Church, Paisley as Interim 
Moderator and the Reverend J.L.Craig MA, Senior Minister of 
Queen's Park West Church, Glasgow as locum tenens.

At the close of Mr Robertson's ministry the stipend had been £500 
per annum and the congregation agreed that the stipend of the new 
minister should be set at £450 per annum. On Sunday 25th 
September 1932, a vacancy committee was appointed and, without 
delay, they set off to hear candidates. So well and so diligently did 
the members of the committee carry out their task that, by the 9th 
January 1933, they were able to report back to the congregation. 
The familiar question was put: "Are you prepared to elect?" They 
unanimously agreed to proceed to an election and the Reverend 
William Barclay BD, probationer, was elected without dissent. The 
call was signed by 574 members and 64 adherents. Mr Barclay was 
handed his first quarter's stipend in the traditional manner: his 
ministry at Trinity had begun. He was ordained and inducted on 
22nd February 1933. It was considered by some a bold step on Mr 
Barclay's part to come as a probationary minister to a congregation 
of over a thousand, but events proved the wisdom of his decision 
and of the congregation's choice.

Mr Barclay had been an outstanding student and he had such 
powers of exposition that it was no surprise to the congregation that
he developed into a preacher of national repute. Much was to 
happen, however, between the time the young probationer preached
for his first kirk and the time when the same man, in his maturity, 
was counting his audience in hundreds of thousands.

Mr Barclay had come to Trinity in the middle of a world slump in 
trade. It was a time of widespread unemployment and the 
congregation, many of whom were experiencing financial difficulties
themselves, agreed to take up a special collection for an 
Unemployed Clothing Fund. In spite of the Depression, there were 



still members who could afford to give special gifts to their church. 
Mr and Mrs William Tod presented praise boards and a reading 
desk for use at Communion and Mr and Mrs Robert Findlay gifted a
portable set of vessels for use by the minister when dispensing 
home Communion. An example of how ideas change over the years 
was evident when the Session decided in November 1935 to use 
non-alcoholic wine at Communion. This proposal met with no 
opposition yet, when the same proposal had been made forty years 
earlier, it had caused quite a stir.

In February 1935, the Reverend William Barclay BD was selected to 
deliver the "Bruce Lectures" for the year 1936-1937 at Trinity 
College, Glasgow. This selection demonstrated their appreciation of 
Mr Barclay's scholarship.

At a Congregational Meeting held on 18th May 1936, it was decided 
to clean and re-decorate the church and to install new electric lights 
at a total cost of £1200. To allow this work to be carried out, the 
church was closed for the months of July and August 1936 and the 
church services were held in the new Masonic hall in Queen Street.

At the Session Meeting on the 14th October 1936, approval was 
given for two new clubs - a Stamp Club and a Football Club, in both 
of which Mr Barclay took an active part. Despite all his other 
activities, he also found time to conduct the Woman's Guild Choir 
which proved very successful.

On the 11th September 1939, a number of gifts were presented to 
mark the re-opening of the church. From the Woman's Guild, a new 
pulpit bible; from Mr and Mrs Tod, a new communion table and 
from the managers, a new clock for the church which was described 
at the time as not "a very good time keeper, nor for that matter, a 
very good time teller, since it isn't easy to read".

For the second time in the history of the church and in the lifetime 
of many of its members, the world was soon to be shaken by a world
war. At the outbreak of war, Mr Barclay presented himself at the 
nearest recruiting office but, owing to his defective hearing, he was 
not accepted for active service.



In previous wars, those at home had worried about the safety of 
their loved ones who were away fighting but in the Second World 
War, because of aerial warfare, those at home would be in danger 
too. The coming of the blackout was the first indication of this 
changed situation. The immediate reaction of the Kirk Session was 
to close down all week night activities. This ban proved to be only 
temporary as it soon became obvious that an attempt would have to 
be made to carry on the work of the church. The first step taken, 
therefore, was the fitting of blinds to all the windows in the lesser 
hall, cloakrooms, kitchen and corridor and this allowed the evening 
services to be held in the lesser hall during that first winter. During 
1940 the windows in the church were fitted with blinds too making 
it possible to hold the Sunday evening services there.

Shortly after the outbreak of war, two of the local schools were 
taken over by the military authorities for the training of recruits. As 
a result Trinity Church Hall became a makeshift school and the 
children continued to receive their education in this hall for most of 
the war years. At the same time, there was a need to provide 
somewhere in the burgh for the servicemen and women to spend 
their off-duty hours. A canteen, staffed by members of all four 
Church of Scotland congregations, was set up in the large hall at 
Trinity. The canteen proved popular and was open seven nights a 
week as long as there were recruits in Renfrew.



Chapter 8

The War Years

The expression "the phoney war" was coined to describe the strange 
course the war was following. In the early months, the bombing of 
the civilian population had been confined largely to the south of 
England. However, on 13th March 1941, enemy planes launched 
their first concentrated attack on Clydeside. Some of the incendiary 
bombs they dropped indiscriminately fell in Renfrew from Oxford 
Road northwards towards the river. Several fell in the Robertson 
Park, some of which set the sports pavilion alight. Since the park 
gates were locked, the fire-fighters could not get near to tackle the 
blaze and the building burned fiercely providing an excellent 
marker for the bombers carrying high explosive bombs. Two of 
these fell dangerously close to Trinity manse. The first landed 
opposite the front gate and the second fell at the foot of the garden, 
killing a neighbour. Apart from a bad crack in the north gable wall 
and damage to the chimney heads, the building survived the attack. 
During the bombing, Mrs Barclay and her two children sheltered in 
a cupboard below the stairs, a nerve-racking experience for all 
three. While this was happening, Mr Barclay was in Paisley with his 
young people's choir giving a concert.

Altogether five incendiaries fell on the church buildings that night. 
The first came through the roof on the south side of the large hall, 
which was being used at the time as a canteen for young 
servicemen. It landed behind heating pipes but was quickly 
extinguished leaving behind only charred wood and the smell of 
burning timber. Two fell on the gents' cloakroom, one in front of the
platform at the west end of the lesser hall and one in the wallhead 
above the east door of the large hall. The next day the Fire Brigade 
was called to deal with the adjacent timbers which were 
smouldering. On the Sunday following these incidents, the minister 
appeared in the pulpit and preached morning and evening without 
giving any evidence of the strain which he and those around him 
had undergone.

By the next Session Meeting on 3rd October, some relaxation had 
taken place and organisations were given permission to meet in the 



evenings provided that no person under fourteen years of age was 
present and that not more than seventy five people were there at 
any one time. The Brownies, the Guides and the Cubs arranged to 
meet on Saturday afternoons and the Scouts on Friday evenings, 
provided capable wardens were present in case of emergencies. By 
the 11th December the Session agreed to permit adult organisations 
to hold socials under certain conditions and so the pattern of church
activities was set for the remainder of the war. The Sunday School, 
Bible Class and Young People's Society continued to meet as usual 
on  eSundays. Because of the bombing, the Session began to doubt 
the wisdom of holding Sunday evening services during the winter 
and in August of that year decided against them but in October they 
reversed their decision and the Sunday evening services were held 
at 6.30p.m. as usual.

A fire-watching service was a feature of the life of Trinity Church 
from Sunday the 23rd February 1941 till Friday the 16th April 1943. 
It had become obvious that incendiary bombs could cause as much 
damage to unoccupied buildings as the high explosive bombs 
because, although relatively easy to control if they were tackled 
immediately, they could do immense damage if undetected. 
Although a party of three to five fire-watchers was on duty in the 
church on a rota basis for more than two years, they were never 
required to extinguish a fire. Nevertheless, "they also serve who only
stand and wait". As the war years dragged on, life in Trinity 
continued to follow the pattern that had been set early in the war. 
Before the end was in sight, however, Trinity was looking to the 
future.

At the instigation of the Paisley Presbytery, a Youth Board was 
formed in the church consisting of representatives of the Kirk 
Session, the congregation and all youth organisations to stimulate 
an interest in the work among young people. At a Session Meeting 
in November 1944, it was decided to re-form the Men's Guild, to 
form a branch of the Girl's Association, to re-form the Rover Scout 
Crew and to actively support the YMCA. At the next Session 
Meeting it was suggested that consideration be given to the question
of renewing the temperance work amongst the young, under the 
auspices of the Band of Hope Blue Bonnets, but action was delayed. 
It was announced at the same meeting that the Girls' Association 



would meet on Tuesday at 8 p.m. beginning in January 1945 and 
that the Men's Club would re-form later that month. The Junior 
Choir was to be restarted by Mr Kerr, the church organist, on 
Thursday 11th October.

In 1945, the congregation had been balloted on the question of 
admitting women to the Session. The result of the ballot, presented 
to a Session Meeting on the 12 December of that year, was as 
follows:

Voting papers issued 1359
Voting papers returned 1146
Votes in favour 198
Votes against 942
Spoiled papers 6

When peace came to Europe, the members and office bearers set 
about preparing for the return of the ex-service men and women 
and in April 1946, Mr Barclay announced that he had been asked to 
lecture to the university classes formed for the demobilised men 
who intended to enter the ministry.

In the following May, the Session thought about a memorial to 
commemorate those who had fallen during the Second World War. 
This was not erected during Mr Barclay's ministry because, in 
October 1946, Mr Barclay intimated to the congregation that he had 
been appointed Lecturer in New Testament Language and 
Literature at Glasgow University and that he would be leaving 
Trinity. He relinquished his charge on the 31st December 1946 and 
the Reverend Alexander G. Fortune MA STM, St George's East, 
Paisley was appointed Interim Moderator and later the Reverend 
William Martin MA, formerly of Wilson College, Bombay was 
appointed locum tenens for the vacancy.



Chapter 9

Mr Adamson's Ministry Begins

Another long and popular ministry had come to an end and once 
again the congregation had to set about looking for a successor. The 
usual procedure had to be followed - the vacancy committee, the 
hearing of candidates and finally the call.

In time, the vacancy committee decided to recommend the 
Reverend Sidney Adamson MA BD CF of St Ninian's Church, 
Sanquhar as sole nominee. On Sunday 18th May 1947 Mr Adamson 
preached at Trinity Church and, at a Congregational Meeting held 
the following evening, he was unanimously elected. The call to Mr 
Adamson was signed by 425 members and 56 adherents. Mr 
Adamson was inducted to the charge on Wednesday 25th June 1947
and on the Thursday there was the usual induction social. At the 
Sunday morning service the new minister was introduced to the 
congregation by the Reverend G.N. Warner BD and the service that 
evening was conducted by Mr Adamson himself.

During the previous ministry, the Session had reached a decision 
about a memorial to the men from Trinity who had been killed in 
the Second World War. In September of 1946 the Session had 
decided that it should take the form of a new Communion Table, a 
lectern and a baptismal font. It was realised that it might be some 
time before this scheme could be carried out and so it was decided 
that, in the meantime, a brass plaque would be erected in the 
church bearing the names of the fallen. In this new ministry, 
however, the question was raised again. It was now planned to erect 
two oak panels, inscribed with the names of the fallen, one on each 
side of the existing memorial in the church vestibule. These panels 
were unveiled in 1948. The work of preparing designs and raising 
funds for the Communion Table went ahead. Finally, in June 1950 
the new furniture was dedicated. Six months later, two suitably 
inscribed brass vases were presented by the Junior Bible Class for 
use on the new Communion Table. The thanks of the Session were 
conveyed to the class through Mr William Milliken, their leader.

The Girl's Association, which had been struggling for some time, 



was finally disbanded and it was announced at a Session Meeting 
held on the 30th March 1949 that its funds had been transferred to 
the war memorial fund. The choir of the Young People's Society, 
whose secretary was Miss Marie Campbell, had given the proceeds 
of some of their concerts to establish the hall seating fund and, in 
1950, new seating was provided for the church hall. On the 7th 
September it was announced at a Session Meeting that the Young 
People's Society might not be revived that winter owing to lack of 
support.

The Christmas Eve Watchnight Service, which has become an 
annual event at Trinity, was inaugurated by Mr Adamson in 1950.

In 1951 the financial position of the congregation gave cause for 
concern due to an accumulation of adverse factors. The large hall 
required redecoration and the floor needed treatment following the 
use of that building as a service canteen and later as a club room. 
The heating had to be overhauled and the organ required to be 
cleaned and have the blower renewed. There were, in addition, two 
items which had not been foreseen - the outbreak of dry rot in the 
church and a severe attack of woodworm in the manse.

It was decided by the office bearers that a fete should be organised 
to raise money to pay for all these repairs. A joint meeting of elders 
and managers followed on 7th November and plans were drawn up 
to ensure the success of the fete. The intention was to hold at least 
some of the activities out of doors but, as often happens when 
outdoor events are arranged in this country, the weather was 
unfavourable. Consequently the games and other outdoor activities 
had to be abandoned and all the stalls were set up inside the halls 
which had been specially decorated for the purpose. Altogether the 
place looked very bright with flags at both back and front gates. 
Another striking effect was the floodlighting of the front of the 
church. The fete proved to be a great success and the sum of £1,474 
was deposited in the fabric fund.

In the months leading up to the fete, several things worth noting 
had happened at Trinity. The Young People's Society had folded and
its assets were transferred to the Session's contingency fund. On 
Sunday 14th June Prof. John Mauchline DD, Principal of Trinity 



College, Glasgow presented a long service certificate to Mr 
Alexander Mitchell, who on that very day celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversary of his ordination as an elder. In the same month, the 
managers decided to proceed with the redecoration of the large hall.

On 26th October, the Session considered a circular from the 
Presbytery's Home Mission Committee about a national evangelical 
movement called "Tell Scotland". As the local effort was to be a joint
venture involving all the churches, progress towards an active policy
was slow and there was to be a new minister at Trinity before 
preparation changed into action. Mr Adamson announced to the 
Session at a meeting on Friday 11th June 1954 that he had accepted 
the call presented to him by the High Kirk of Rothesay. Mr 
Adamson was inducted to his new charge on Wednesday 25th 
August of the same year. He remained there for about four years 
after which he was called to the Church of Inveresk, St. Michael's, 
Musselburgh.



Chapter 10

The Centenary

When the Reverend Sidney Adamson MA BD CF left Trinity to go to
the High Kirk of Rothesay, the Presbytery appointed the Reverend 
A.G. Fortune MA STM of St George's East Church, Paisley as 
Interim Moderator for a second time and the Reverend R. W. 
Stewart BD, formerly of Killermont, as locum tenens. The new 
minister's stipend was fixed at £700 per annum.

There was a feeling of excitement and anticipation in the 
congregation as the vacancy committee began its work. The 
Reverend William Sinclair Armstrong BD from Rothes, Moray was 
selected to preach as sole nominee on Sunday 5th December 1954 
and on Monday 13th December he was unanimously elected. The 
call was signed by 541 members and he was inducted on Wednesday
9th February 1955 by the Reverend John MacKinnon MA, 
Moderator of the Paisley Presbytery, assisted by the Reverend 
James Johnstone of Linwood and the Reverend J.G. Haldane MA, 
Canal Street Church, Paisley who preached and gave the charges. 
On the following Sunday, Mr Armstrong was introduced to the 
congregation by the Professor William S.Tindal OBE DD of 
Edinburgh University.

It immediately became obvious that Mr Armstrong was very 
interested in the youth of the congregation. Straight away he began 
to re-organise the Sunday School. Other changes recorded in the 
Session Minutes include the extension of the Junior Bible Class, 
under Mr William Milliken, to include the 14 - 17 age group and the 
discontinuation of the Senior Bible Class. This was to be replaced by
a Youth Fellowship, with the minister in charge, to cater for young 
people between the ages of 17 and 30.

Much thought was given to the Assembly report "Godly Upbringing"
and certain changes to the Youth Training Scheme were 
implemented in November 1960. First of all the monitors' class was 
to be discontinued with those involved moving to the Bible Class 
which would now include 13 year olds. This Bible Class, with the 
minister in charge, would be divided into sections each catering for 



a different age group. At the same time it was agreed that, for an 
experimental period, the Sunday School should meet at 12.30 p.m. 
instead of 2.30 p.m. Also at this time a Young Worshippers' League 
was established to encourage church attendance. Cards were 
stamped at the church door and, at the end of the year, prizes were 
awarded to those whose attendance had been good.

At a Congregational Meeting held on Monday 17th March 1958 it 
had been decided, on the recommendation of the Kirk Session, that 
the upkeep of the Sunday School should be paid for out of the 
congregational account instead of from the children's offerings. This
is an indication of how important the work of the Sunday School 
was considered to be.

A new housing scheme had been built on the land lying between 
Inchinnan Road, the River Cart and Babcock & Wilcox Ltd. This 
area, known as Kirklandneuk, was in Trinity's parish and the church
worked closely with the Town Council who provided the church 
with the names of each set of tenants as soon as the houses were 
allocated. As they moved in, the families were welcomed by a letter 
from the Session and this was followed by a visit from two elders 
bringing the good wishes of the congregation. Because of the 
distance between Kirklandneuk and the church and the dangers 
involved in crossing two busy roads, the possibility of starting a 
Sunday School at Kirklandneuk was soon raised by the Session. 
Application was made to use the new primary school on a Sunday 
afternoon. Permission was granted and the new Sunday School was 
opened at Kirklandneuk with 120 children and 20 teachers and so, 
after about seventy years, Trinity had established another mission.

In the summer of 1956, the Reverend William Barclay BD received 
an honorary degree - Doctor of Divinity - from Edinburgh 
University and the congregation, in recognition of the honour 
bestowed on their former minister, presented him with the 
appropriate academic hood and a wallet of notes. Suitable gifts were
presented to Mrs Barclay on the same occasion. This occasion was 
overshadowed when it became known on Sunday 12th August that 
Dr and Mrs Barclay's daughter, Barbara had been drowned in a 
boating accident in Ireland.



The name of Mr Alexander Mitchell has appeared before in this 
history and now appears for the last time because, at the Session 
Meeting on Wednesday 1st August 1956, the minister announced 
that Mr Mitchell had passed away after having served for 53 years as
an elder as well as singing in the church choir, conducting the 
Junior Choir and teaching in the Sunday School.

A joint committee with representatives from the Church of Scotland 
and the Church of England had been meeting for some time to 
discuss a closer liaison between the two and a joint report, 
commonly known as the "Bishop's Report", was sent down by the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 1957 for 
consideration by Kirk Sessions and congregations. When the matter 
came before the General Assembly in 1959, however, the 
commissioners decided that a union on the basis of that report was 
unacceptable.

A local committee set up in September 1956 as part of the "Tell 
Scotland" campaign proposed that a house-to-house visitation of 
the whole burgh should be carried out from 6th to 20th October 
1957. All the churches accepted this proposal and, as part of the 
scheme, a series of lectures organised by the Presbytery and entitled
"The Bible Today" was given in Paisley. This was followed in 1957 by
an announcement that training for personnel taking part in the 
visitation would take the form of four lectures delivered by the 
Reverend Donald F. MacDonald MA of Lylesland, Paisley on four 
successive Fridays in September prior to the visitation. Trinity 
Church halls were established as the headquarters of the venture 
and each evening, during these two weeks, visitors went out and 
visited every home in the burgh. It was very difficult to assess the 
true value of such an effort but the movement seemed to create a 
greater interest in the church. There can be no doubt, however, 
about the effect on those involved in the outreach: the social contact
with fellow workers, the meeting with the people as they went from 
door to door and the joint act of worship at the close of each day 
were all experiences that left their mark. The whole campaign was 
followed up by a series of meetings conducted in Trinity Church hall
by the Dr William Barclay.

An important event celebrated in 1960 was the four hundredth 



anniversary of the Reformation. On the 4th October a special joint 
service was held in Renfrew Old Parish Church. All the Church of 
Scotland ministers took part and the Reverend McWilliams MA 
STM of Wellington Church, Glasgow preached the sermon.

In September 1961, the Kirk Session agreed to the formation of a 
Mothers' Fellowship under the presidency of Mrs W S Armstrong. 
This organisation flourished and in its first year had over forty 
members.

The celebration of the centenary of Trinity Church had been 
discussed as early as December 1956 when representatives of the 
Kirk Session and the Managers' Court met. This was followed by a 
joint meeting of all the office bearers and, finally, by a special 
meeting of the congregation on Monday 16th May 1960 when it was 
decided to mark the event by the cleaning and the redecoration of 
the church and, in addition, by the erection of a brass plaque 
bearing the names of all the ministers to date. It was also decided to 
present the minister with new robes.

The final paragraph in this part of the history is a quotation from a 
booklet published for the centenary:

"To the countless men and women of the past we owe much: to the 
men and women of the present we owe much: to the men and 
women of the future we owe much and only by prayer, worship and 
obeying the lead of the Spirit can we fulfil that debt. God has richly 
blessed us in the past. May that blessing be upon us for the present 
and the future that His name may be glorified and His truth 
manifested."



Chapter 11

The Centenary and Beyond

The year 1962 was a busy one for Trinity Church. In preparation for 
the centenary celebrations the church, the Session House and the 
corridors were redecorated. With the money left over from the 
special fund, chairs were purchased to replace the forms in the large
hall. A special visitation of the congregation was carried out by the 
minister and, in addition, volunteers from the congregation visited 
the 1500 homes in the parish. At a special service, conducted by 
Professor William Tindal OBE DD on Sunday 2nd September, a 
number of gifts which had been given to mark the centenary were 
dedicated. They included a plaque inscribed with the names of all 
the ministers of Trinity Church, new seats for the choir, alms dishes 
and new Bibles for the pulpit and communion table. Later that 
week, the centenary social was held in the church while on the 
Friday the Preparatory Service for the special Communion Services 
was conducted by the Reverend James A. Rule of Rutherford 
Memorial Church, Renfrew. On the Sunday, the Reverend W. 
Sinclair Armstrong was assisted by his two immediate predecessors,
the Reverend Sidney Adamson and the Reverend William Barclay.

Later in the year the Sunday School, which had now three hundred 
and fifty two children, fifty seven teachers and eighteen monitors, 
held a Centenary Sale of Work. Mr McNeil, Head Teacher of 
Kirklandneuk Primary School opened the event which was attended 
by 650 people. That summer seven double-decker buses, costing £9 
each to hire, took two hundred and fifty children and one hundred 
and fifty adults to Troon for the Sunday School’s annual trip. 
Children and monitors were charged 4/-, the teachers 5/6 and the 
adults 7/-.

Early in 1963, nearly three hundred copies of Mr A.M. Ferguson’s 
book "A History of Trinity Church" were printed, collated and made 
available to members and friends of the congregation who must 
have enjoyed reading about what had happened in Trinity during 
the church’s first hundred years.

In September 1963, a letter from the Church’s offices in Edinburgh 



was read out to the Session. It was asking that all congregations 
which had not already adopted the 1931 Quoda Sacra or Model 
Constitution should "carefully consider the advisability of adopting 
that constitution". A Special Congregational Meeting was held to 
consider this matter. Mr Armstrong gave a brief outline of the 
background to the U.P. Constitution and explained the main 
differences between this and the Model Constitution. It was agreed 
that a simplified version of the Model Constitution should be made 
available to all members and a sub-committee of the Session should 
be set up "to look into the working and operation of the Model 
Constitution". After further discussion, it was agreed to keep the 
status quo.

In October of the same year the Moderator of the General Assembly,
the Right Reverend J. S. Stewart, visited Renfrew. He attended a 
public meeting in the Town Hall and a reception in the Council 
Chambers. Later that month Mr E. G. Murray from Kenya was 
invited to preach to the congregation. It is interesting to note at this 
time that Trinity had two missionary partners – Miss Guy in West 
Pakistan and Miss Munro in Blantyre, Nyassaland.

We start the story of 1964 with the following extract from the 
Woman’s Guild Minutes for 26th January: "After haggis, tatties and 
neeps, the Rev J. Rule gave us an entirely different Immortal 
Memory. We went with Burns and his friends around Ayrshire and 
on to Edinburgh. Mr Rule took us there with his coloured slides 
and, as we went, we were told of what had happened in the different
places".

Also in this month Mr Armstrong began training classes for the staff
of the Sunday School. He said: "The sincerity and example of the 
teachers is of prime importance. The Sunday School is primarily a 
channel to full church membership and therefore an example is 
important".

A special Session Meeting was called on May 27th 1964 at which it 
was announced that, at the end of April, the congregational account 
had shown a deficit of more that £500. It was recommended that 
members should be approached directly and asked for 10/- each 
and an increase of 25% in their giving. The elders would take round 



envelopes for donations to all members when they visited their 
districts with communion cards (using their discretion in the case of
pensioners and less affluent members) and the managers would 
collect these envelopes at a later date. By September of that year, 
£420 had been raised by this direct appeal although there was no 
apparent increase in the weekly offerings. It was agreed to "keep 
this matter before the congregation". The treasurer appealed again 
for the elders to show an example by taking out Bonds of Annuity.

Mr Armstrong had been invited by the Committee of Inter-Church 
Relations to go to America on a preaching tour that summer. 
Because he was going to be away for more than six weeks, the 
Reverend James A. Rule of Rutherford Memorial Church was 
appointed as Interim-Moderator and Reverend Ainslee McIntyre of 
Trinity College was to undertake pulpit supply for the whole period.

At a Session Meeting on 3rd February 1965, a decision was taken 
that the elders in future should distribute the elements to the 
congregation and a box was put in the vestibule for donations 
towards the new equipment and a new storage cabinet for the plates
and trays.

The congregation also agreed about this time that a suspended 
ceiling should be installed in the large hall. The Preses indicated 
that the fabric fund was healthy enough to meet the outlay but it 
was hoped that the organisations would contribute to the cost. The 
Sunday School, for example, decided to hold a Sale of Work and a 
total of £197 was handed over for this purpose.

Meanwhile, a more far reaching decision had been taken. At the 
request of the minister, a special meeting of the Session was called 
on Thursday 24th March 1966. Mr Armstrong informed the elders 
that, after eleven years at Trinity, he had accepted an invitation to 
preach on 14th April as sole nominee at St. Marnock, Kilmarnock. 
He was called to the charge and was inducted on Wednesday 15th 
June 1966.

The Reverend William MacPherson, assistant at St. James' Pollock, 
was appointed locum tenens in the vacancy and the Reverend 
James Logan, Martyrs’ Memorial, Paisley was appointed Interim 



Moderator. By 26th June the congregation was ready to appoint a 
vacancy committee and the stipend for the new ministry was fixed 
at £1250 plus £150 travelling expenses.

Seven ministers were heard before the whole vacancy committee 
visited Montrose and, at a meeting on the 27th November, they 
submitted the name of Gilbert Drummond of St. Luke's and St. 
John's Church, Montrose as sole nominee. The Reverend Gilbert 
Drummond was inducted on Wednesday the 18th January 1967 and 
a social was held on the Friday of that week to welcome Mr and Mrs 
Drummond to Trinity.

To enable Mr Drummond to meet as many of the congregation as 
early as possible, a series of social evenings were held. These proved
popular with 80% of members taking up their invitations. Another 
innovation was the Senior Members’ Social Evenings. Initially, a 
concert was to be held for members of the congregation aged 
seventy or over. Sixty members accepted the invitation and 
thereafter senior members were invited to dinners, film shows, slide
shows and musical evenings. These proved so popular that for a 
while they were held four or five times a year.

One feature of the church today dates from this first year of Mr 
Drummond’s ministry - the congregational magazine, "Trinity 
Topics", which was produced on a new duplicator bought for the 
purpose. Also in 1967 the Session agreed to have, for the first time, a
Christmas tree in the church for the Christmas Services.

The start of 1968 saw a visitation by elders to forty-eight homes to 
encourage members who had not been attending regularly. This 
proved so successful that it was suggested that the exercise should 
be repeated every two years.

To the delight of the office bearers and the congregation, Professor 
William Barclay DD was made a Commander of the Order of the 
British Empire in the 1969 New Year’s Honours List and 
congratulations were sent to him from Trinity Church.

Mr Drummond’s health was giving cause for concern and, in July 
1969, he was granted leave of absence until the end of October. The 



Reverend Alexander McLachlan was appointed Interim Moderator 
and the Reverend William Muir, minister emeritus of Paisley 
Wallneuk Church was to be locum tenens. When Mr Drummond 
took up his duties again, the Session looked for ways of reducing his
workload. It was suggested that elders would do sick visiting in their
own districts and pass on to the minister the names of those for 
whom a visit from the minister was really necessary although Mr 
Drummond would do all the hospital visiting himself. Some of the 
elders agreed to assist the Minister by reading the scripture lessons.

For a Special St. Andrew's Day Appeal every member received a 
leaflet and an envelope with their copy of "Trinity Topics". Each was
asked to give the equivalent of one day’s pay to Christian Aid. The 
congregation responded generously and a total of £130 was 
forwarded to Edinburgh for Christian Aid. In 1973, collectors went 
out in Renfrew during Christian Aid Week for the first time and the 
organisers were encouraged when the total collected reached £600.



Chapter 12

A Busy Decade

In the autumn of 1973 the officebearers appealed for 50p from each 
member to help defray the cost of the recent repairs and renovation 
work carried out in the church and the halls. Since the start of the 
decade lights had been replaced, the stonework at the side and front
of the church had been cleaned, the lesser hall had been re-
decorated and the tarmac at the church entrance had been renewed 
but the congregation responded and soon the required sum was 
raised. The organisations also gave generously when the managers 
suggested having brightly coloured glass bricks built into some of 
the church windows to replace the existing stained glass there. 
Plates beside the windows tell which group or individual donated 
the money for each of these windows. In the following year, the 
officebearers appealed to members to think of doubling their 
offerings for one Sunday while the Paisley Presbytery advised that 
all members should "consider giving 2p for every pound of their 
earnings as an offering to the work of God’s Church".

In 1975, the church was rewired and the lighting renewed. At the 
same time, estimates were sought for re-roofing the church and 
halls or for bringing the roofs up to standard. The figure quoted was
between three and four thousand pounds though, in fact, the actual 
cost was to be almost twice that amount. The congregation 
embarked with enthusiasm on many imaginative fund-raising 
ventures. They held a plant sale, a concert by the Lynn Players and 
then another by the Glasgow Amateur Flute Band, a nearly new sale 
held over three days, a display on the pond in the Robertson Park by
the Glasgow Model Boat Club and a supper dance held in the 
Glynhill Hotel. As the elders visited the homes in their districts they 
distributed a plastic carrier bag to each family in the hope that 
members would fill the bag with groceries during July, August and 
September for sale at the Fayre organised for the October. It is 
interesting to note that the organisers of the Flower Festival asked 
for a very practical kind of help – they asked for the use of any spare
ground for growing flowers and also for volunteers to dig the 
ground over! The final total for this 1976 fund raising effort was a 
magnificent £5,800.



Thoughts also turned to the manse at this time and it was estimated 
that the cost of upgrading it would be in the region of £3,600. The 
managers suggested replacing the existing manse with a more 
modern house and the congregation agreed to allow them "to retain 
the option of selling the manse if and when another suitable 
property came on the market".

It was with great sadness that the members and officebearers 
learned that, on the 24th January 1978, Professor William Barclay 
CBE DD had passed away in his sleep. He was remembered with 
great affection and, in the summer of that year, the congregation 
had the opportunity to contribute to a fund set up to provide 
scholarships for divinity students from overseas.

Not all the attention was focused on financial affairs, however. In 
1972, the Guide Company presented the church with a Library 
edition of the New English Bible and a new hymnal for use in the 
pulpit to mark their 50th anniversary. In June 1973, the social 
committee proposed that they should organise four congregational 
socials each year. They were given permission by the Session to go 
ahead and the first one was held on 6th October that year. The 
dance and cabaret was "deemed to be an outstanding success". A 
year or two later, a Youth Club for 12-16 year olds was started up on 
Saturday afternoons and then the Session decided to try to restart 
the social evenings for senior members. This was such a popular 
move that these evenings soon became a regular feature of life at 
Trinity. The elders cooked and served the meals and provided 
transport, a donation from the Men’s Club paid for the necessary 
dinner plates and soup bowls while an anonymous gift of £200 
bought cutlery and a unit for storing the new equipment. Finally, 
the Scout pipe band was revived and competitions were held at each
stage to encourage the players.

About this time concern was expressed about some of the elders 
who "appeared to have become lax in attendance at meetings or in 
covering their districts". It was agreed that Mr Drummond and the 
Session were to appoint four elders to go in pairs to visit these 
elders who were showing "a lack of interest" and report back. At the 
same time, elders were asked to pass in the names of people in their 
districts who should be visited to see if their "interest in the church 



could be revived".

The officebearers and members also looked outwards to what was 
happening in the community. A joint meeting of the Kirk Sessions of
the four Churches of Scotland looked at ways of "increasing church 
activity in Renfrew". In the same year the retirement complex at 
Glendee, for which the minister and elders had campaigned so long,
was finally opened and was considered "a fine scheme". The 
Renfrew District Council proposed to recognise the completion of 
twenty-five years service in Renfrew by Rev. James A. Rule of 
Moorpark Parish Church and suggested that the officebearers of the 
other three churches might like to contribute to a gift to mark the 
occasion. In 1980, a letter of protest was sent when a Sunday 
market was proposed at Braehead and another when an application 
for an amusement arcade for Hairst Street was lodged. Finally, 
when the new houses were built at Aranthrue, in Trinity’s parish, a 
group went out to welcome the families and tell them about the 
church and its organisations.

In May 1984, plans were already being made for a Spring Fayre to 
be held the following year. The target was an ambitious one - 
£10,000. Smartie tubes were filled with 20p pieces, plastic bags 
were again distributed to members for groceries, there was a plant 
stall and a nearly new sale, a concert by the Savoy Club and finally 
the Fayre itself. The grand total, which exceeded all expectations, 
was £11,207!



Chapter 13

A Period of Change

When the Woman’s Guild celebrated their centenary in 1987, the 
Guild members gifted a projector, accessories and a table to the 
church. The inscription on the projector’s plaque was in keeping 
with the occasion – it was made up of exactly one hundred letters. 
These gifts were presented to Mr Drummond at the Guild’s 
Centenary Dinner which was held on the 21st April.

After twenty-one years as minister of Trinity Church, Mr 
Drummond informed the Session on 28th September 1987 that he 
would be retiring at the end of the following February on "the 
strongest recommendation of his doctors". Mr and Mrs Drummond 
would be missed by the congregation they had served so faithfully 
for so long and, at the concert given to mark the retiral of Trinity’s 
longest serving minister, the Session Clerk expressed the church’s 
good wishes for a long and happy retirement.

 In March 1988, the Reverend A. McDonald was appointed Interim 
Moderator in the vacancy and the Reverend J. P. Wright was to 
preach as locum from the end of June. The Paisley Presbytery 
intimated that Trinity should be allowed to call a minister without 
restriction and so a vacancy committee was duly formed. The 
Reverend Andrew Thomson preached as sole nominee on Sunday 
28th August 1988 and was admitted and inducted by the Presbytery 
of Paisley to the Church and Parish of Renfrew Trinity on the 19th 
October. At this time there were 637 members on the roll.

Originally from Kilwinning, Mr Thomson worked in industry for 
eleven years before studying for the ministry at the Scottish 
Congregational College in Edinburgh from which he graduated in 
1976. He served in churches in Stewarton, Coatbridge and 
Campbelton before he accepted the call to Trinity.

Early in Mr Thomson’s ministry a letter of introduction from the 
church was delivered to the occupants of the recently renovated 
flats in Paisley Road which faced the manse. Later the same houses 
were visited by members of the congregation to give further details 



of church activities.

During 1989 a Session sub-committee was appointed to consider 
nominations for the eldership. For the first time in Trinity’s history 
women were to be considered as well as men.

About this time a down turn in finances was reported – there were 
no further reserves available to make up any shortfall. The church 
had been losing a few Bonds of Annuity because of redundancies 
and the movement of members. To make matters worse, dry rot had
been found in the gents’ cloakroom. A joint meeting of office bearers
was held to discuss the financial state of the church and fundraising 
followed immediately. Among the events held that year were a 
congregational concert, a lunch organised by the Scout Group and 
an initiative to fill Smartie tubes with twenty pence pieces. Members
and friends worked hard organising dances, concerts, lunches, a 
fete, a ceilidh and a sponsored walk. By the end of August 1991 
£13,000 had been raised.

On 10th September, the Reverend Andrew Thomson’s letter of 
intention to demit office at the end of the month due to ill health 
was ratified by the Paisley Presbytery. The charge was preached 
vacant on Sunday 6th October and the following week the Reverend 
John McArthur, who had acted as Interim Moderator during Mr 
Thomson’s leave of absence, made a presentation to him after the 
morning service. The Reverend Alistair Morrison BTh, minister of 
St. Mark’s, Oldhall was appointed Interim Moderator during the 
vacancy. For the next five months the work of the church continued 
till, on Sunday 15th March, the schedule for the appointment of the 
vacancy committee was read to the congregation for the first time 
and a committee was duly appointed. From the beginning of April 
the Reverend George McKay occupied the pulpit.

In June 1991, the Reverend James A. Rule minister of Moorpark 
Parish Church, formerly known as Rutherford Memorial Church, 
had retired and on Sunday 21st June 1992 the church closed down. 
This, too, is part of Trinity’s story as the church at Moorpark had 
grown out of a mission started as an outreach from Trinity.



Chapter 14

The Present Ministry

On Sunday 23rd August, the Reverend Stuart C. Steell BD preached 
as sole nominee and his call was signed by three hundred members 
and twelve adherents. He was duly ordained and admitted by the 
Presbytery of Paisley to the Church and Parish of Renfrew Trinity 
on 23rd September 1992. This was Mr Steell’s first charge and, from
the start, he responded to each challenge with vigour and 
enthusiasm.

The first few months of the new ministry was a busy time for the 
minister, the officebearers and the congregation. First of all, a 
creche was started up to give young parents the chance to attend 
morning worship. Also members and visitors were encouraged to 
use the new pew cards to pass on information to the minister or to 
ask him to make contact. Mission Praise books were introduced and
used alongside the Church Hymnary and the New International 
Version Bible was adopted for all readings. A new Bible study group 
– the Mid-week Fellowship – was started up in April 1993 as was 
the Youth Fellowship which was to cater for young people aged 
sixteen and over. Finally, a new noticeboard was erected at the front
of the church displaying details of the organisations as well as the 
services thus extending a welcome to others to come along and 
share in the secular as well as the spiritual life of the church.

When Mr Jack Gardner, the Session Clerk, gave his report at the 
ABM in March 1993 he remarked that "a good preacher is good to 
have because he keeps the congregation together; a good pastor is 
well liked because he looks after the sick and the needy but, if you 
have both, you’ve got something out of this world. In our new 
minister we have both". Mr Gardner was to be proved right because,
from the start, Mr Steell preached with conviction often through a 
series of sermons – "Heroes of Faith" or "Following Philippians", for
example – and when he spoke to the young people he used stories 
and illustrations to communicate the gospel to them in ways they 
could understand. Similarly, people of all ages in need of advice or 
comfort found him approachable, a ready listener and a source of 
wise counsel.



In the spring of 1993, district teas were held after the morning 
services to allow the minister to get to know members of the 
congregation as quickly as possible. These proved so popular that 
the organisations, on a rota basis, have provided tea and coffee each
Sunday since then to allow an opportunity for fellowship.

Outreach was to feature strongly in this ministry and the first leaflet
drop in the parish was arranged for the August of that year. A letter 
was sent out to all homes with a list of the organisations and their 
meeting times. At Christmas time, another new idea that captured 
the imagination of "children" of all ages was the Jar of Grace appeal 
on behalf of UNICEF. An approach was also made to Wimpy Homes
regarding having information about church activities included in 
the official welcome pack given out to potential house-buyers in the 
new Nethergreen Estate which is within Trinity’s parish boundaries.

The Session decided that the time was right for another Stewardship
Campaign and, as a first step, a committee was formed. A team of 
volunteers went out with information to members who were asked 
about their commitment to the church. The campaign was voted a 
"great success; many in the congregation expressed their thanks for 
the friendly visits from the teams that called. There was a noticeable
increase in collections during May (giving increased by 30%) and a 
good response to the plea to take out or increase Bonds of Annuity". 
It also provided useful information about how members felt they 
could use their talents. A good number of members said, for 
example, that they would be willing to visit the elderly and 
housebound and these volunteers were later put to good use when 
the Care Committee was established.

A number of social events were held in 1994. The first of these was a
Family Night held on the 1st April when families enjoyed 
themselves playing games and tackling quizzes. Later that month, 
those who had joined the church in the last two years were invited 
to a New Members’ Night at which they were introduced to some of 
the officebearers and learned interesting facts about Trinity. Then in
the autumn, members and friends were invited to a Harvest Lunch. 
An Ian Whyte Concert which was held on 28th October was well 
attended with people, many of them young, coming from all over 
the Glasgow area to enjoy the music and learn from the lyrics.



The congregation showed their commitment again when members 
gave of their time and talents for major fund-raising initiatives. In 
1993, Trinity Fayre realised the sum of £1,200, the four Lunch Café 
teams raised a total of £3,540 from September 1992 to August 1993 
and £490 was collected at a Silent Auction. Between 1994 and 1995, 
the managers had to go to the congregation three times to get 
approval to spend large sums of money the first for the upgrading of
the heating system in the church and halls and then again to buy a 
machine to replace the old photocopier. In 1995 a new kitchen with 
a six-ring gas cooker and two new windows was planned at a cost of 
£4,150.

While this was happening the adult and youth organisations 
continued to flourish. The Rainbow Guide Unit, which started up at 
the beginning of the year, catered for girls who had not yet reached 
Brownie age.

The year 1995 was milestone in Trinity’s history: it was the church’s 
130th anniversary. On Friday 12th May, a Civic Reception for 
officebearers and members was held in the Town Hall and on the 
Sunday the Reverend David Carmichael from Lesmahagow was the 
guest preacher at a special service. The following Saturday there was
a Buffet Supper for members in the church hall and the celebrations
ended with a three day Flower Festival in the church.

Three interesting changes were introduced towards the end of the 
year. First of all the children of the Sunday School, who had not 
previously been present, occupied their usual place in the church on
Communion Sundays. In October, a bookstall was established to 
make Christian books and stationery available to members and 
friends and in the following month a printed order of service was 
introduced.

The Session, ready to help where they saw a need, had decided 
earlier in the year that the money from one of the special collections
should be sent to help the pupils from two schools in Jamaica where
one of the church’s young members was working. The five hundred 
and fifty pounds collected in the Jars of Grace that Christmas was 
also sent there to buy equipment. Other special collections over the 
years have gone locally to Erskine Hospital, the Paisley Christian 



Action Centre, the Glasgow City Mission and the David Livingstone 
Centre and also further afield to Romania and Pakistan.

The first of Trinity’s "Bring Your Own Lunch" Sundays was held in 
February of 1996. Members and friends had the opportunity to 
relax, share their sandwiches and enjoy the company of others from 
the congregation. In May, planned to coincide with Christian Aid 
Week, the Youth Fellowship organised a Hunger Lunch where, to 
the envy of the majority who were having a bread and cheese lunch, 
a minority enjoyed a slap-up meal. The analogy was clear: millions 
of people in the world do not have enough to eat yet there are food 
mountains in the developed countries. On the 14th November 
Trinity’s new missionary partners, Bill and Catherine Seaman, 
visited the Mid-week Fellowship to talk about their work in the 
Murree School in Pakistan while, at a St. Andrew’s Night at the end 
of the month, there were games, quizzes and ceilidh dancing which 
brought members and friends of all ages together.

At the end of the year, the Youth Choir (formerly the "Junior 
Choir") held its 10th Anniversary Concert. The Woman’s Guild had, 
as a pilot scheme, introduced an occasional afternoon meeting and, 
since this seemed to be popular, these afternoon meetings were now
built into the syllabus as a regular feature. The Guild’s "sister" 
organisation – the Ladies’ Group – decided to disband but, in the 
autumn of 1996, the Women’s Fellowship had its inaugural meeting 
and the combination of interesting speakers and substantial suppers
soon proved popular with women of all ages. Another innovation 
was the Summer Club which met each Sunday morning during the 
holiday period. Volunteers from the congregation gave the Sunday 
School teachers a welcome break enabling them to enjoy the 
preaching.

The Fayre in May had raised the sum of £1,300 and the amount 
collected in at the Lunch Café during the session had reached 
£3,858 but still the congregation responded generously when the 
managers appealed, in the autumn of 1996, for donations to pay for 
the re-tiling of the roof of the lesser hall. That Christmas, Jars of 
Grace were again filled - this time for UNICEF’s appeal to help 
children suffering from dehydration - and Trinity’s contribution was
in excess of £750.



The year ended on a sad note, however: in December, the 
congregation learned of the death of one of Trinity’s highly 
respected former ministers, the Reverend W. Sinclair Armstrong 
BD.

A new form of outreach was planned for the spring: a visitation of 
homes in the immediate vicinity of the church. Introductory letters 
were sent out and then the visiting teams called issuing an 
invitation to two special services which were to be held later that 
month. As usual, a leaflet drop was carried out throughout the 
parish in December inviting parishioners to the Christmas Services.

The Lunch Café was still operating regularly on Thursdays and 
again made a significant contribution to church funds with nearly 
£4,000 being raised between October and May 1997. The first of the
church barbecues was held in the manse garden to mark the start of 
the early summer services and the beginning of the annual Summer 
Club. One way in which the members showed their concern for the 
wider community that summer was by running a "Trinity Tea Day 
for Dementia Sufferers" in support of World Alzheimer’s Tea Day. 
This, as well as the church barbecue became a regular summer 
event.

Sunday 26th October was an important date in Trinity’s calendar as 
the church hosted the Renfrew 600 Songs of Praise that evening. 
Renfrew churches of all denominations were involved and the 
organist, Miss Susan Wilson, assisted by Mr Donald Kennedy and 
the Burgh Band accompanied the hymn singing. Among the 
evening’s favourites were: "Will your anchor hold", "What a friend 
we have in Jesus", "Thine be the glory" and "Guide me, O thou great
Jehovah". Following the service there was a buffet in the hall for 
guests. The original hope had been to attract six hundred people 
into the church and this was achieved. The evening was voted a 
great success by everyone who attended. A Youth Praise Concert 
was also

planned as part of the Renfrew 600 celebrations. It was held to 
attract people in the sixteen to forty age group and tickets were sold 
throughout Renfrew to hear the Stuart Trotter Band.



A secular club which was revived around this time was the All-age 
Badminton Club which meets on Monday evenings throughout the 
winter months. This club has proved successful with players of all 
levels taking part.

An important issue discussed at the General Assembly that year was
The Code of Practice for the Protection of Children and Young 
People within the Church of Scotland. A coordinator was appointed 
to oversee the implementation of the Code which was to affect 
everyone who worked with young people.

To enable the minister and officebearers to plan for the future, 
survey forms were issued to each member of the congregation. The 
information from the form was collated and Mr Steell preached a 
sermon on each of the five areas covered by the questionnaire while 
Session sub-committees looked at how the congregation’s needs 
could be addressed. At the same time invitations to a Re-dedication 
Service were sent out.

Trinity Fayre, on the 9th May 1998 was opened by Renfrew’s poet 
Walter McCorrisken who composed a poem for the occasion. Not 
only was the sum of £1,870 raised but working for the Fayre gave 
members and friends a common goal. Similarly, the four Lunch Café
teams continued to provide the opportunity for members and 
friends to meet for fellowship over an inexpensive lunch. The 
Church of Scotland Guild, formerly known as the Woman’s Guild, 
bought a television and video to be used by the church’s 
organisations for educational purposes. To finish off the year, the 
elders organised a special lunch for the congregation.

On 15th September 1998, the Reverend Gilbert Drummond passed 
away. Mr Drummond, who had retired in 1988 on the advice of his 
doctor, had served Trinity for twenty-one years. The large turnout at
his funeral in Largs was evidence of the high esteem in which he was
held.

A Flower Festival – "Towards 2000 AD" – was planned for the 
autumn at which some of the important events of the last two 
thousand years would be depicted in flowers. The materials to be 
displayed at the accompanying exhibition would show the influence 



of Jesus, His Church and His Word over the same period while a 
Millennium quiz was made up to challenge members and friends. 
Finally, Mr Steell planned to preach a series of five sermons on the 
theme "Y 2000?"

 By the end of 1998, the Session was already making plans to mark 
the Millennium. It was agreed that a plaque be erected in the church
next to the one bearing the names of all Trinity’s ministers. The 
inscription was to read:

 

This plaque is gratefully dedicated in Trinity Church to 

THE FAITHFUL

CHURCH MEMBER

Those whose praises go so largely unsung but without whose

regular attendance, constant dependability, faithful intercession,

love, unstinted generosity in the giving of time, money and

strength the ministry of the Lord’s Church would not be possible."

"I thank my God upon every remembrance of you".

Philippians Ch1 v3

1862 –Present Day

 

The New Year saw the start of a new project: it was decided that a 
lending library should be run alongside the bookstall, enabling 
members to borrow Christian books and tapes.

At the start of February, Bill and Catherine Seaman visited Trinity 
again, this time showing a video about their work in Pakistan and, 
later that month, a second New Members Night was held. For some 



months, discussions had been taking place about a Saturday 
evening Youth Club for young people between the ages of 8 and 16 
and, in August, it met for the first time.

Channels of communication are vitally important and month by 
month, the magazine "Trinity Topics" kept members informed of 
what was happening in the church. Also, Mr Steell sent out two 
newsletters, one in March the other in September, to members 
detailing the church’s financial position.

The Committee of Management, always concerned with maintaining
and making improvements to the church, the halls and the grounds,
decided to upgrade the church heating and install new radiators in 
the large hall. At the start of the summer, the central lights in the 
church were replaced and later the lights under the balconies.

During the present ministry, the idea of the church as a "family" has
been emphasised and no where is this seen so clearly as in the 
annual congregational outings in June which have been to such 
diverse places as Linlithgow, Kilsyth, Strathaven, Troon, Falkirk and
the David Livingstone Centre in Blantyre.

A former minister of Trinity when he found his flock looking back 
like Lot’s wife used to cry, "Hats off to the past, coats off to the 
future." In the preceding pages we have taken our hats off to the 
past, and now we are going to ask YOU to take YOUR coat off for the
future thus ensuring the message from Trinity will continue to be 
heard into the next millennium.


